Centre for the Cooperation
‘t:'( in the Mediterranean

2020 Social Media Awareness Raising
Campaign on Human Trafficking

Messages for Facebook:

1. HUMAN TRAFFICKING: GLOBAL OR LOCAL
PHENOMENON?

Human Trafficking is one of the most serious human rights violations of our time,
and a threat to adults and children of every age and sex, in every part of the
globe. It affects over 21 million people worldwide.

Remember: Human Trafficking could be everywhere!
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2. FACT OR MYTH?
HUMAN TRAFFICKING DOES NOT AFFECT MEN AND BOYS
MYTH!

While women and girls represent a clear majority of the reported victims, men and
boys are also at risk.

The 2012 report of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime estimated that
globally 25% of victims of trafficking are men. This percentage has been
increasing over the years.

Remember: Human Trafficking can affect anyone, you as well!
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3.DID YOU KNOW THAT...

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND SMUGGLING ARE TWO DIFFERENT PHENOMENA

Both smuggling and trafficking involve the movement of people. However, some

crucial differences distinguish these two phenomena: Insert Graphic

Against Individuals and a severe violation of
Human Rights.

Against the State.

Trafficking can happen across international
borders, or within one’s country. It can involve
movement between cities, towns, rural
locations, or even from one street to the next.

Smuggling always involves crossing
international borders.

Trafficking involves either forcing a person to
travel, or deceiving a person into taking on a
journey under false promises of jobs, payment
or safety at the end of that journey.

Smuggling is a service a person asks for. It might
be dangerous, but that person chooses to take on
the journey.

In order to maximise profits, traffickers continue
to have a relationship with victims also after

Smuggling is limited to one financial transaction in
exchange for illegal entry to a country. Once the

borders are crossed.

payment and border crossing is complete, the
exchange ends, and
the person is free to make other choices.

the victim.

Trafficking occurs for the purpose of exploiting

Smuggling is a transaction for financial gain or
benefit and, by definition, does not involve
exploitation of the migrant.
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4. FACT ORMYTH?

A TRAFFICKED PERSON WHO DOES NOT ESCAPE IS CONSENTING TO
HIS/HER EXPLOITATION

MYTH!

Only because a person does not escape a situation of
exploitation, it does not mean that he/she is consenting
to it. Many people remain in the situation of exploitation
due to the control that traffickers exercise over them or

over their relatives.
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5. FACT ORMYTH?
ALL MIGRANTS ARE TRAFFICKED PEOPLE
MyYTH!
Not all migrants are victims of trafficking, and not all
victims of trafficking are refugees or smuggled
migrants.
Trafficking does not necessarily imply a transfer outside
the country. In fact, it can either be internal (within a
country or region), or be carried out across

international borders.
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6. FACT ORMYTH?
A CHILD CANNOT BE A VICTIM OF TRAFFICKING

MYTH!
Approximately 21% of all identified victims are children.

When the victim of trafficking is a child, the means are irrelevant. In fact, any
child who is recruited, transported or transferred for the purpose of exploitation
is considered a potential victim, whether or not he/she has been forced or
deceived. The reason for this is that a child cannot give informed consent.
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7. DID YOU KNOW THAT...

EVEN THOUGH A TRAFFICKED PERSON IS AWARE OF HIS/HER CONDITION, HE/SHE
CANNOT BE CONSIDERED RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO HIM/HER
Victims often do not see themselves as such. Moreover, people’s

vulnerabilities could be a cause of Trafficking in Human Beings. Therefore,
even when a person agrees to the recruitment and transportation for a certain
purpose, the agreement cannot be considered valid, as it may be that the
person comes from such a vulnerable position that he/she did not have any
other choice or was not fully aware of what he/she was getting into.
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8. FACT oORMYTH?

KIDNAPPING IS ONE OF THE MOST COMMON WAYS FOR PEOPLE TO BECOME
VICTIMS OF TRAFFICKING

MYTH!
Although there are some cases of kidnapping in human trafficking operations,

they are relatively rare. In fact, victims of human trafficking are frequently lured
by false promises of a lucrative job, stability, education, or a loving relationship,
and usually agree without any abuse or violence occurring, but yet under
threats, lies, or other forms of psychological coercion.
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9. FACT OR MYTH?
PEOPLE MAY NOT BE AWARE THEY ARE BEING TRAFFICKED

FACT!
Even after they have been formally identified, many people do not recognize

themselves as victims or survivors of trafficking. However, the fact that a
person does not recognize himself/herself in this situation or rejects the
assistance offered does not mean that he/she is not a victim. When a person
presents indicators of Humana Trafficking, we should considered her/him as

a Potential Victim of Trafficking.
$43) A 4 ddda 9
SR (g iy agily ale o Guldl) (19 Y B
43,8
laaie A in il gl /4l ay ¥ A adiall Baclsall (jad oy ol Cadgall i 8

A ldisads a0l iic) u\ e Al Gl at Gl y Ssela od S g2ty aa

BESl



>
3

S Centre for the Cooperation
*¥<[ in the Mediterranean

10. FACT ORMYTH?
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION IS A FORM OF TRAFFICKING

FACT!

Sexual exploitation is a form human trafficking. It occurs whenever a person
is forced, persuaded or deceived in performing sexual and/or pornographic
acts. It always leads to gaining a benefit/profit to the trafficker at the expenses
of the victim. If the victim is a child, her/his consent is considered irrelevant.
Remember: Women, men, and children of both sexes can all be victims of

sexual exploitation!
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11. FACT ORMYTH?
TRAFFICKERS ARE ALWAYS MEN

MYTH!

Traffickers are mostly men, yet women are also involved in the organization
and perpetuation of this crime. Globally, females represent 28% of
convicted traffickers.

In many occasions, women are the ones who have the role of controllers or of

those who connect the victims with traffickers.
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12. DID YOU KNOW THAT...

Criminal exploitation is a form of modern slavery that sees victims being forced
to work under the control of highly organised criminals in activities such as
forced begging, shoplifting and pickpocketing, cannabis cultivation, drug
dealing and financial exploitation.

Competent national authorities are entitled not to prosecute or impose
penalties (non- punishment principle) on victims of trafficking in human
beings for their involvement in criminal activities, which they have been

compelled to commit.
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